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Machin trials discovered after twenty years




GB MACHIN UNDENOMINATED SWISS PRINTING TRIALS
You will no doubt have seen all the publicity surrounding this exciting discovery a few months ago.
After a long time negotiating with the owner we have at last been allocated two sets of sheets of all three values (200 sets).  The remainder have gone into private ownership in the USA.  Originally the owner was anticipating £400 per set and the set of sheets on display at Stampex was priced at US $50,000 which at today’s rate of exchange is £40,000 for 100 sets!
We have been concerned about the background of these sheets and as per the press release it is now recognised that Royal Mail did request Questa who then subcontracted the Trial operation to Courvoisier.  A set of sheets have been accepted by the Postal Museum which was a very generous gesture on behalf of the owner for which they are very grateful.  It is also now recognised that Stanley Gibbons will catalogue these Trials and previous Queen Elizabeth Trials in the next specialised edition which will not be ready for at least eighteen months according to information received.
Frankly I believe these will make a very attractive addition to any collection, they are different and of course also coincides with the 50th Anniversary of the first Machin stamps which were issued in 1967.
We are now offering the set of three superb unmounted mint at £150 and Top or Bottom Blocks of 4 with Wide Margins at £650.  Inquiries are invited for the inscription left or right side sheet strips of 20 at £3500.  We also have some enquiries for singles and we will make these available at £60 each, you can choose the colour however so as not to avoid an imbalance of sets we reserve the right to choose the colour we supply.
Extended payment facilities are available and if you can order by post, email or telephone. 
All offers are subject unsold and subject to price change.  Orders will be dealt with in strict order in rotation as they were received.
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Top Row – 1967 Pre-Decimal Machins
Middle Row – Decimal Machins in 
                        Denomination of Trials
Bottom Row – Undenominated Trials
Set of 3…………………….. Save £30! now £120.00
Top or Bottom Wide Margin
Blocks of 4……………… Save £150! now £500.00
Complete Left or Right Inscription
Side block of 20 (4 only)………………… £3500.00
Single stamp (Deep Green, Light Grey
Or Flame Red), each… Save £15! now £  45.00
(All Unmounted Mint) All orders UK postpaid
Machin trials discovered after 20 years.
Sheets of three trials of the Machin head, produced in 1997, have come to light in this the 50th anniversary of the introduction of Arnold Machin’s iconic portrait of Queen Elizabeth II.
The Machin definitives were first printed in lithography in 1980 as Royal Mail expanded its range of suppliers. However, by the mid-1990s it had decided that all the standard definitives should be printed in gravure. At the time The House of Questa, based in south London, did not have gravure capability. 
As the company wished to participate in all future tenders for Royal Mail stamps, whether printed by litho or gravure, in gummed or self-adhesive versions in sheets or stamp booklets, it decided to make a major investment in a gravure press and an automated booklet maker. To achieve the best, Questa partnered with a number of highly qualified and renowned organisations to deliver the skills, processes and technology required to ensure it would be ready for production in less than 18 months. 
Courvoisier, based in Switzerland, was at that time arguably the finest gravure stamp printer in Europe. The company agreed to assist Questa with technical advice and cylinder making. As part of this process Royal Mail gave permission for a print trial at Courvoisier using the Machin head: the original material to enable the trial to take place was supplied by Questa. Part of the thinking at the time was that Courvoisier might undertake the production of the cylinders needed for final stamp printing on behalf of Questa, but this did not materialise.
The undenominated trials were produced in October 1997 in sheets of 100 (from larger sheets of 200 guillotined in two) with the Courvoisier imprint along the vertical margins. They exist in three colours: deep green (as used for the 2p), light grey (as used at the time for the 29p), and flame (as used for 1st class). Courvoisier had printed the then current Kenya definitives, these being of the same overall size as the Machin definitives. As a consequence, the trials were printed on coated paper without phosphor bands, and have perforation 15 x 14. However, the stamp image is slightly smaller than that used on Machin definitives.
Barry Robinson, then Design Director of Royal Mail, visited Courvoisier to see the preparations. It is believed the trial sheets were printed on one of the small gravure printing presses at Courvoisier, some being printed during the visit. 
The gravure press and the automated booklet line were produced by ATN in France. The new machinery would not fit within Questa’s original base in Camberwell: the move to Byfleet was part of the development. 
Courvoisier was founded in 1880 and started printing stamps in 1937. It was noted for the high quality of its photogravure work, but sadly it ran into financial difficulties and ceased trading in 2001.
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